[image: image1.wmf]
2 July 2004
Your contact at APC is: 

Dan Warne

02 9263 9709

dwarne@apcmag.com
APC contributor briefing sheet

Digital TV software – 2 pages

Editorial Ethos: 

APC provides an authoritative analysis of the computer industry for experienced enthusiasts and professionals seeking news, topical features, product reviews, and workshops. 

The magazine is objective, challenging and strives for a wry and irreverent tone.

Articles for APC should reflect expert views of computer technology vendors, including market analysts, consultants and independent commentators.

Word length: 1300W
Rate: AUD$400

Deadline: Sunday 10th July 6pm. 
Hardware on loan for purposes of testing with this software

TwinHan VisionPlus DVB-T

Must be returned on Monday 11th July (APC will organise pickup). 

continues next page. 

Story brief

Story Summary:

APC reviews software capable of scheduling, recording and playing-back Digital TV in Australia. We investigate which have the best HTPC menu systems for other multimedia applications like picture slideshows and music playback, but also consider ease of set up and technical reliability. 
References/contacts:
DVBOwners forum (Australian)

DTVForum.info
Story Structure
1) Intro 300W

2) 5 x reviews 200W (1000W)

3) 1 x screenshot of each program and 15 word caption in style slug: caption

4) 5 x on-test details list for each program, in APC style. 

Story guidelines

Intro:

- explain that we're only looking at digital TV capable software, because the cards are cheaper than analogue now and provide much better picture quality. 

- talk about digital TV card support in software. Discuss lack of standards, and the emergence of Windows BDA drivers (Broadcast Digital Architecture, part of DirectShow in DirectX 8.1 and 9). Talk about the problem that few cards have solid BDA drivers yet. 

- Discuss LinuxTV DVB driver project. Explain what cards it supports, any of the issues people have getting things going in Linux. Also say which version of the Linux kernel includes the LinuxTV DVB drivers as standard (I think it may be 2.6.1 ?)

- Talk about the Australian EPG problem. TV stations are dragging their feet on providing free EPG information. Contrast this to the situation overseas. Explain the two main ways of getting an EPG: (1) through the broadcast EIT (extra information table) info that is sent as part of the digital TV stream (2) through an XML feed via the web. Explain the problems with both methods in Australia - that the TV stations don't broadcast anything more than current and next program, and XML feeds aren't officially available, unless you use an enthusiast tool that scours publicly available websites like Yahoo, YourTV, NineMSN, eBroadcast, etc. 

- Talk about the tools available to get an XML feed on to your PC - TV_Grab_AU, NebulaEPG, WebScheduler (www.digtv.ws)

Software to be reviewed:
1. MythTV (Linux server & front-end) and WinMyth (an optional Windows front-end. Free. Reference that this is on our cover CD.)

2. ShowShifter DVB (Commercial, for Windows. Supports Hauppauge & Technotrend/Twinhan VisionDTV cards) Download from showshifter.com. Not to be confused with the regular ShowShifter product which is only analogue capable. Distributor in Australia will be Mark Harwood, New Magic, (02) 9528-4555)

3. MyHTPC with DabDig plugin. (Windows, free, also discuss how the makers are commercialising it as Meedio which will be released in August. The makers responded to an APC enquiry confirming they are also planning a DTV capable release but that will be after the initial Meedio release.)

4. DigitalWatch (free, for Windows, made by a guy in NZ. Only works with VisionPlus DVB-T.)

5. ProgDVB (free, for Windows, see http://www.dvbmaster.com/progdvb_guide.html for an installation guide.)

(We're not including any manufacturer-bundled software, as that will be covered in the reviews of the digital TV cards.)

Issues to discuss in software reviews
1. How torturous is the installation process?

2. Did the software tune Australian channels easily?

3. Is the software capable of both SDTV and HDTV? (Be aware of current problems with HDTV on all channels other than 9 - they are transmitting progressive SDTV and calling it HDTV which does cause problems in some packages. ShowShifter DVB in particular will be releasing an Australianised version which fixes this problem.)

4. What is the EPG capability of the software. Can it be made to work in Australia with any enthusiast EPG feeds? Be aware that it’s not reasonable to expect any software to work out of the box with an Australian EPG, because none is available officially. So you’ll have to look through the enthusiast discussion forums for solutions and write about how viable they are. See references/contacts above. 

5. Is the interface easy to use on a TV? 

6. How easy is it to schedule TV recordings with recurrency. 

7. Is there any remote scheduling capability, e.g a web interface?

8. What format does the software record digital TV MPEG2 Transport Stream into? What tools are required to get this into a format that can be burned to DVD? (Check whether ProjectX and PVAStrumento can decode that format).
General Notes:

1. This story commission is subject to the contributors’ copyright license agreement executed between the parties.

2. Please notify the relevant contact at least 1 week before the scheduled deadline if the article is unlikely to be submitted by the set deadline, has a better angle or if you require any additional information or assistance.

3. A financial penalty of 10% of agreed fee per day will be applied to late work not previously discussed with commissioning editor.

4. Work that substantially deviates from, or fails to answer, the written brief for any reason will be returned to the author for reworking. 

5. A kill fee or penalty fee will be applied to articles that fail to meet the brief or standards required for publishing in APC. 

This fee is set according to individual circumstances. 

A penalty fee will be applied in the event that a story requires significant reworking by APC, but is still published. 

A kill fee will be applied to stories that fail to be published in APC because they deviate too far from the brief and the deadline has expired for the article’s relevance.  

6. We undertake that on receipt on a story that satisfies this brief, and on receipt of your invoice, the commissioning editor will process it immediately and forward it to the accounts department for payment upon publication.
7. All materials supplied to APC will be your own original work.
8. Contributors will disclose any potential conflicts of interest of a personal or financial nature that may arise in executing the work, described the potential conflict to the editor at the time of commissioning or as soon as such conflict becomes apparent.
Specifically a journalist is not permitted to submit any article concerned with a company in which they have any share holding or financial interest, or dealing with a company or organisation which has offered the journalist any inducement or benefit of any kind, financial or non-financial.

9. The author undertakes to declare whether they have submitted the same article, or articles dealing with the same subject matter, to another publication. Where the author has submitted to another masthead an article that has similar subject matter, the author will provide APC with a copy.

10. If circumstances or events surrounding a story change, or alter the premise of a story after it has been filed with APC, the author will notify APC to ensure the story remains as relevant and topical as possible. 

11. Acceptance of this brief is acceptance of these terms.

